IX

THE GRACCHI, AND THE BEGINNING OF POLITICAL
AND SOCIAL REVOLUTION AT ROME

THE peculiar conditions which had corne to a head at
Rome in the second centnry B. c. were no secret to re-
flecting men of all parties and ways of thinking, whether
nationalists, or lovers of Greece, or radical reformers. The
objectionable features of the existing system and the dangers to
the healthy development of the state were clear enough. It was
clear that the power of a single class, of a small group of noble
families who used that power to promote their own interests,
was a great evil. For the existence of such a power led in-
evitably to the growing demoralization of the ruling class: it
became venal, accepted bribes, and itself bought votes at elec-
tions. The different parties prescribed different cures for the
malady. Cato tried to conquer it by removing what seemed
to him the root of the evil, that is, the influence of Greece, and
by prosecuting in the courts individual representatives of the
ruling aristocracy. Scipio and his friends proposed a number
of moderate reforms in the social and economic system. The
radical reformers saw no way to recovery except a renewal
of the warfare between classes, in which the popular party
were to be led, as of old, by the tribunes of the people ; their
aim was to restore complete popular control after the Athenian
model, and to destroy the predominant influence of the Senate
in state affairs.

But all parties also saw clearly that the problem of alter-
ing the constitution could not be solved without reforms in
social life and especially in economics. Here the chief evil
was the rampant growth of large estates and a simultaneous
fall in the number of those who owned small or moderate
holdings. The result was an increase in the slave population
of Italy which worked on the large estates of the nobles,
and a diminution in the number of those who formed the
nucleus of the army; and thus the military power of the
state was lessened. How dangerous the system of slave
labour could be, was forced upon the Romans especially